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SUBJECT: RETURN OF GREGORY HENDERSON COLLECTION 
REE: SEOUL 3952 

l .DR. LEE SUN-KUN, PRESIDENT OF KOREAN CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION ON JUNE 19 DELIVERED IDENTICAL 
LETTERS IN KOREAN ON HENDERSON CASE ADDRESSED TO 
AMBASSADOR AND SECSTATE (REFTEL). ENCLOSED 
WAS A FORMAL RESOLUTION BY ASSOCIATION AND LIST OF 
143 CULTURAL ARTICLES ALLEDGEDLY IN HENDERSON’S 
POSSESSION. FULL TESTS EOLLOW BY POUCH. 

2. LETTERS DESCRIBE ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF ASSOCIATION 
AND ITS CAMPAIGN TO RETRIEVE UNLAWFULLY REMOVED 
CULTURAL PROPERTY, STATING LATTER "CANNOT BE EFFECTIVE WITHOUT 
YOUR COOPERATION AND THEREFORE ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE 
ASSOCIATION I ASK YOUR SPECIAL COOPERATION FOR RETURN 

OF FOLLOWING LISTED CULTURAL PROPERTY." 

3. LETTERS CHARGE HENDERSON WITH REMOVING MANY 
VALUABLE CULTURAL ITEMS UNLAWFULLY FROM KOREA, 

EXPRESS DISPLEASURE AT THE "UNLAWFUL" DEED, AND SAY 
IT "UNTHINKABLE" FOR DIPLOMAT WHOSE EUNCTION WAS 
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AND ROK TO HAVE REMOVED THE ITEMS IN QUESTION. 
LETTERS CLOSE WITH EXPRESSION OE "HOPE EOR YOUR 
POSITIVE COOPERATION AND SUPPORT" AND REEER TO 
ENCLOSED RESOLUTION AND LIST OE ITEMS. 

4. RESOLUTION CONTAINS TWO MAIN POINTS: 

- PLEDGE TO REGAIN UNLAWFULLY REMOVED PROPERTY. 

- DENUNCIATION FO HENDERSON FOR TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OE STATUS AS A DIPLOMAT BY UNLAWFULLY REMOVING 143 
ITEMS OE CULTURAL PROPERTY EROM THE COUNTRY IN 1962. 

5. AS REPORTED REETEL, WHEN ACCEPTING LETTERS DCM 
MADE CLEAR EMBASSY WAS NOT AGREEING TO UNDERTAKE 
ANY ACTION IN CASE. WHILE LETTERS MAKE NO SPECIEIC 
REQUEST, THEY DO REQUEST "SPECIAL COOPERATION" EOR 
RETURN OF LISTED ITEMS. IT DEPARTMENT CONCURS, 

WE PROPOSE EMBASSY MAKE BRIBE WRITTEN REPLY TO 
BOTH LETTERS MAKING EOLLOWING POINTS: 

- SINCE HENDERSON IS A PRIVATE CITIZEN IT 

IS NOT APPROPRIATE EOR THE US GOVERNMENT TO BECOME 
INVOLVED IN THE CASE. 

- THE ASSOCIATION MIGHT CONSIDER TAKING UP 

THE MATTER WITH MR. HENDERSON EITHER DIRECTLY OR 
THROUGH THE ROK EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 

6. IT INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT WHILE PRESS EARLIER 

IN WEEK GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO HENDERSON CASE, 
JUNE 21 PAPERS CONTAINED VIRTUALLY NO COVERAGE. 

THIS SUDDEN SHIFT OCCURRED AFTER SEOUL 
SHINMUN ALONE CARRIED UPI ITEM QUOTING HENDERSON 
AS OEFERING TO DONATE ITEMS OF HISTORICAL VALUE 
TO NATIONAL MUSEUM IE ASSOCIATION COULD PROPERLY 
IDENTIEY THOSE WHICH FALL INTO THAT CATEGORY. 
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